
 

Orange County Public Schools files lawsuit against HB 7069 
 
Oct. 16, 2017 – Today in Tallahassee, the Orange County School Board joined 12 other Florida 
school boards in filing a lawsuit challenging portions of House Bill 7069. Governor Rick Scott 
signed HB 7069 into law in June. 
 
The Orange County School Board opposes the following named provisions under this new law: 
 

 District school boards are mandated to share a portion of their discretionary capital 
outlay millage revenues with charter schools regardless of the need.  

o Corporate charter schools can take property taxes from local school boards to 
build and/or renovate schools they own and operate for-profit. If the charter 
school ceases to operate, the taxpayers do not recoup the buildings. 

 

 District school boards are improperly restricted in their federal authority over Title I 
funds.  

o This provision threatens services to support the needs of students in poverty. It 
limits the ability of a school district to provide district-wide services such as 
summer reading programs, tutoring, and parental engagement initiatives. 

 

 District school boards are mandated to enter into a standard charter contract with 
charter school operators.  

o This mandates the use of standard “one size fits all” contracts with terms forced 
upon a local district school board by the State and by unelected charter school 
operators. 
 

 An authorized charter school system may serve as a local education agency in 
direct competition with public school districts.  

o It allows charters to operate as public schools over which the local electorate that 
is funding them has no authority to change leadership or influence policy. 

 

 “Schools of Hope” program was created. 
o A School of Hope is a charter school that can be built to address various needs 

in low-income neighborhoods but, the for-profit charter schools don’t have to 
serve that community and they don’t have to hire certified teachers. 

 

 District school boards are forced to surrender their Constitutional authority to 
operate, control, and supervise the local public schools in their respective jurisdictions.  

o This provision allows a charter school to open without the locally elected district 
school board having authority to ensure that it is efficient, safe, secure, or of high 
quality for its students. 

 



Since May, Orange County Public Schools has been asking the legislature to make the changes 
and asked the Governor to veto HB 7069. It is the hope that the legislature will address these 
deficiencies in the law during a special session or during regular session. 
 
Due to the public importance of these issues, the 13 districts participating in the lawsuit have 
petitioned the Court for an immediate review and requested the challenged provisions be 
deemed unconstitutional and prohibit implementation. Once a judge has been assigned to the 
lawsuit, the 13 districts look forward to a speedy resolution. 
 
To read the lawsuit in its entirety click here. 
 
 

(For more information, please contact Media Promotions at 407.317.3458) 
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OCPS EEO Non-Discrimination Statement  
The School Board of Orange County, Florida, does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its 
programs and activities, on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, genetic information, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or any other reason prohibited by law. The following individuals at the Ronald 
Blocker Educational Leadership Center, 445 W. Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida 32801, attend to compliance matters: Equal 
Employment Opportunity (EEO) Officer & Title IX Coordinator: Jared Brooks; ADA Coordinator: Michael D. Graf; Section 504 
Coordinator: Latonia Green. (407.317.3200) 

https://www.ocps.net/departments/legal_services/h_b_7069_litigation/

